Colonic malakoplakia 173 sought in cases of peri-tumoural malakoplakia, including the present case, they have not been detected.7 It may be that colonic cancer is the only gastrointestinal malignancy resected in sufficient numbers to reveal the low incidence of malakoplakia. The rarity of tumour-related malakoplakia, and the history of immunosuppression in some cases, suggest that systemic as well as local factors are involved in its aetiology.
Summary
We report a patient presenting with pneumonia in whom temporary splenic dysfunction was diagnosed by counting pitted red blood cells. This under-recognised condition caused a transient immunosuppression which may have had serious implications for our patient's recovery.
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We present a case of a common disease that demonstrates a new immunological observation. The case highlights temporary hyposplenism (box 1) which we believe is an underrecognised condition which could contribute to morbidity and mortality. 
